








33

about 70 m long, its western extremity is destroyed, probably during a revolt under 
the reign of Thutmose II. In the destruction layers were still preserved the domestic 
ovens of a Napatan dwelling installed on Classic Kerma strata. 

Another edifice, measuring about 35 to 40 by 18 m, was entirely cleared to the 
north-east (figure 24). Its thick walls are strengthened outside by small semi-
circular buttresses. An avenue paved with mud-bricks would link it to the eastern 
temple. It was probably covered, as it was delimited by columns and perhaps a 
low wall, a hypothesis reinforced by the presence of a door, more than ten meters 
away from the front wall. The width of the opening in the front wall is suggested 
by door post holes and the position of the middle bolt. As is often the case in Dukki 
Gel, the door post holes are made of a hardened silt ball of good quality, on the 
surface of which traces of wear can clearly be seen, forming a depression. The first 
chamber comprises 24 columns forming two rows on each side of a central aisle 
arranged in the same axis as the one leading to the temple and then to the second 
hypostyle hall, which comprises 12 columns. The columns forming the central aisle 
are distinguished by their small diameter. Three doors open through the transversal 
wall separating the two hypostyle halls. The back of the edifice comprises three 
chambers. Each of the lateral rooms is equipped with four columns. They are 
accessible from the second hypostyle hall by subsidiary doors, their opening being 
strengthened by posts, at least in its lower parts. The axial room, measuring 4.10 

Figure 24 | General view of 
the north-  eastern palace 
of Thutmose Ist, rebuilt by 
Hatshepsut.
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by 2.60 m, shows a somewhat lower level. It was reached by passing through a 
double-door and going down two rounded steps (figure 25). Curiously, it shows the 
same features as those described above for the two Nubian palaces, i.e. a pedestal 
or offering table placed under a canopy and three seats, which were also made of 
mud-brick and galous. Their perimeter is also marked by rows of reed-sized small 
holes. We could note that the column bases supporting the canopy and the lateral 
seats encroach upon the edges of the pedestal.

The excavation of the hypostyle halls have revealed a more ancient phase  : the 
original building was 6 m shorter, the first hypostyle hall being equipped with 4 
rows of 5 columns only. Their location is clearly visible, as the new foundations 
are slightly shifted in comparison to the previous ones. Traces of rubefaction show 
the destruction of the first edifice which had been levelled off. On the base of these 
observations and by considering the historical data, one can imagine that the palace 
was built by Thutmose I, then destroyed by a Nubian coalition and finally rebuilt 
under Thutmose II and Hatshepsut.

Figure 25 | The throne-room 
of the ceremonial palace of 
Hatshepsut.
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Restoration works at the sites of Kerma and Dukki Gel

A large-scale program of protection of the remains and of presentation of the 
excavated sites has been underway for several years, aiming at minimizing the 
damages caused by wind erosion, visitors and the many burrows dug by wild dogs. 
As many as 131,000 medium-sized mud-bricks were moulded and used to protect 
the remains and to reconstruct the plan of the most significant structures, i.e. one of 
the Nubian circular palaces (figure 26), the eastern temple of Thutmose I and the 
palace of the same king to the south-west. The originality of the site of Dukki Gel, 
where several architectural traditions were expressed, is thus more easily perceived. 
The Egyptian mud-brick architecture perceptively differs from the stone patterns 
and uses other technical solutions to solve static problems. We notably see that the 
deep circular foundations of the columns occupy the whole surface of the chambers. 
In the ancient city, restoration works were notably carried out on defence edifices 
and structures related to a communication route apparently leading to the Nubian 
establishment of Dukki Gel. Parallel to the studies carried out in the field, ongoing 
trials with 3D computer graphics will help to get an idea of the height and inner 
layout of the monuments.

Figure 26 | A Nubian 
ceremonial palace after 
restoration.
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Philippe Ruffieux The Pottery of Dukki Gel (2011-2012 campaign)

The 2011-2012 campaign at Dukki Gel focussed on two areas situated next to the 
three Egyptian temples excavated during the previous campaigns. These two areas, 
to the south-west and north-east of the pharaonic sacred buildings, are distinguished 
by a more or less important accumulation of sand mounds directly covering the 
brick remains levelled off since the conquest of the kingdom of Kerma by Thutmose 
I and then along the architectural development of the town.

We are thus facing first a mixed pottery material coming from the mounds and 
testifying a very long occupation of the site (from the Classic Kerma to the Meroitic 
Period), and second a material preserved in the layers of remains, or caught in the 
masonries, which informs us on the occupation of the different buildings uncovered.

To the south-west, the excavation of a long pharaonic building of palatial type 
probably dating back to the reign of Thutmose I (Bonnet 2010: 23-24; 2011: 29-30), 
started in the previous campaigns, was continued. The western end of this edifice, 
entirely destroyed, was replaced in the Napatan period by a small construction 
poorly preserved and inserted in a space marked by the presence of several ovens 
of the same type as those observed in the large area of the bakeries and butcheries 
to the west of the temples (Bonnet 2005: 233-235). A large jar typical of this period 
(Ruffieux 2007: 223 [17-20]), its neck broken and recarved, was deposited close to 
one of these ovens and contained animal remains (bovids and caprids, identification 
courtesy of Veerle Linseele).

Several circular mud brick structures as well as a precinct wall and its door, of 
Nubian style and preceding the Egyptian palace, would occupy this perimeter, 
yielding a small amount of very fragmentary material dating back to the New 
Kingdom and mainly of the Classic Kerma. If the lack of clearly identifiable shapes 
prevents a more precise typological analysis, the association of these two traditions 
and their proportional repartition allows to date these buildings to the early 18th 
Dynasty.

The entrance of a large circular construction was identified to the south of the 
precinct. The presence of this building seems confirmed by a sondage carried out 
about 30 m to the south. The few sherds gathered on the remains pertain exclusively 
to the Classic Kerma tradition.

The north-eastern area has required most of our attention. The clearing of a large 
Egyptian palace oriented to the east and erected to the south of the ceremonial 
palace of Thutmose III has yielded a very fragmentary pottery, where the traditions 
of the New Kingdom and of the Classic Kerma are almost equally represented. 
The Egyptian ensemble comprises fragments of beer jars and storage jars, with a 

Figure 27 | (Left page)
Egyptian and Nubian pottery 
found at Dukki Gel.
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specimen decorated with a red slip and vertical burnish (see Ruffieux 2010: 27, 
figure 24; 2011: 36, fig. 28), plates (figure 27.1), large bowls (figure 27.3), 
‘flowerpot’ beakers, and miniature vessels. The Nubian pottery is represented by 
vessels made of a black polished paste (figure 27.4), ‘tulip’ vases as well as an 
unpolished pottery, with incised patterns or imprints of basketry (figure 27.2) on 
the surface. This ensemble is clearly reminiscent of the one uncovered during the 
clearing of the eastern Egyptian temple in 2010-2011, and apparently dates back to 
the same period (Ruffieux 2011).

To the north-east and to the east of this building, the discovery of a large circular 
edifice with columns pertaining to the Nubian tradition yielded an ensemble of 
the Classic Kerma, comprising black polished or red polished with black top 
bowls and large bowls (figure 27.5), ‘tulip’ vases with silvery stripe (figures 27.6, 
29.2), globular polished jars with black rim (figures 27.7, 27.9, 27.11 and 29.1), 
or with broad vertical, converging or diverging rim, decorated with impressions 
(figures 27.8, 27.10 and 30), as well as pots with a rough paste and basketry imprints 
on the surface (figure 28).

Figure 28 | Mat impressed 
rough Nubian ware.
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Figure 29 | Polished Classic Kerma ware.

Figure 30 | Impressed Classic Kerma ware.
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This material, very similar to the one found in the royal tomb of the western 
necropolis of Kerma (Bonnet 2000: 145-146, Privati 2000: 188-192), apparently 
dates back to the end of the Classic Kerma, i.e. the ‘Kerma Classique V’ in Privati’s 
classification (Privati 2004: 186).

Associated with the Kerma material, but clearly representing a minority, the 
Egyptian pottery shows features of the early 18th Dynasty and comprises storage 
jars (figs. 27.14 and 27.15); moreover, one of the vessels of the zir type (figure 
27.15) is also attested in other sites of Upper Nubia at the same period, notably in 
Sesebi (Spence, Rose et al. 2011: 37, fig. 5, 11/131), or in Sai (Budka 2011: 27, pl. 
4). Beer jars and large bowls (figure 27.18) are also found, as well as bowls with red 
rim (figure 27.12) or with a burnish on a red slip (figure 27.13), sometimes with a 
creamy-white slip, libation beakers of the ‘drop pot’ type (figure 27.17), comprising 
a rounded base showing traces of finishing with a blade (figure 27.16). The whole of 
this Egyptian material is generally made of an alluvial fabric NILE B1 or NILE B2.

The presence of another huge circular building to the north of the palace of 
Thutmose I was confirmed by a sondage in which were found many sherds of the 
Classic Kerma and which, according to our first observations, pertain to the same 
typology. It is probably contemporaneous with the former.

At the end of this excavation campaign at the site of Dukki Gel, one observes a 
transition in the pottery register: the most ancient structures discovered to this day, 
the architecture of which is clearly different from those of the Egyptian period, yield 
ensembles of the Classic Kerma – thus representing the first archaeological contexts 
dating back to this period at the site – in which 15 % of Egyptian pottery witness 
the growing influence of the pharaonic state. This balance of power is apparently 
reversed from the beginning of the conquest of Thutmose I (Ruffieux 2011: 36), and 
is later even stronger.

Moreover, it is interesting to note that the composition of the pottery ensembles 
remains in accordance with the apparently mainly political and religious role 
of this site, thus excluding pottery used for domestic or handcraft purposes and 
concentrating on the religious and cult practices.
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