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KERMA - INSCRIPTIONS AND STATUARY

Every field season brings its share of reliefs, stelae and statues. At the end of January 2007,
the inventory of the decorated or inscribed blocks and fragments from Doukki Gel has
reached the number 1,077. The study of this documentation provides archaeology with
valuable chronological and contextual information. Thus, the western temple, which still
contained modest but indisputable epigraphic remains from the pillars of its hypostyle
hall, could be attributed to the reigns from Thutmose I' to Hatshepsut’, whose names have
been identified on small fragments. The numerous pieces of cult furniture coming from
the sector of its sanctuary suggest that it was dedicated to the local form of Amun, the

* Amun of Pnubs®’.

At the same time, a large block was uncovered in the stones reinforcing the masonry of
one of the semi-circular bastions of Kerma type, placed against the exterior facing of the
southern segment of the town precinct. It was inscribed with the remains of a common
inscription, which helped precise the scope of pharaonic interventions in the region during
this period, an issue on which documentation is still lacking®. The block, which corresponds
to the inferior right part of a large lintel, could immediately be connected to a small frag-
ment found in January 2001, during the excavation of the sanctuary of Thutmose IV, on
which the end of a cartouche of Thutmose II’ had been identified (Fig. 1). The bringing
to the fore of this large-size and very high quality monument, erected by this king before
being destroyed and soon reused within defensive structures that can hardly be posterior
to the reign of Hatshepsut, enhances the wonderful collection of religious monuments
built at Doukki Gel by the sovereigns of the 18" dynasty, and suggests that the rebellions
mentioned in the Aswan stela did reach the new town founded at Kerma by Thutmose I.
It also confirms the allusions to campaigns of the queen in Upper Nubia®.

During the 2005-2006 season, Charles Bonnet discovered a third foundation deposit bear-
ing the name of Thutmose IV at the south-east corner of the vestibule of the central temple,
which allowed him to dissociate chronologically the construction of the hypostyle hall,
which must be attributed to Thutmose I1I, from that of the sanctuary, which was rebuilt
under Thutmose IV. Thanks to the double inscription preserved on a block belonging to
the decoration of the back of this sanctuary, we now know that the central temple was ded-
icated to two forms of Amun: * Amun who presides over Ta-Seti’ and * Amun who pre-
sides over Ipet-Sut’, in other words the Nubian Amun and the Amun of Karnak (Fig. 2).

It is also in 2006 that a large block, bearing a cartouche of Amenhotep III, was uncovered
under the entrance of the transverse chapel situated to the west of the courtyard preceding
the hypostyle hall of the central temple. This block constitutes a sufficient evidence for
the existence of a construction under this reign, maybe a state of the transverse chapel
anterior to its preserved Napatan state of the present day. The name of the king * Amen-
hotep * had been erased before being transformed into ‘ Neb-Maat-Ra’ by the henchmen
of Akhenaten’. A fragment of the right door upright of a private individual (Fig. 3 a) was
lying two more metres to the east, with the remains of a pillar-base from a colonnade an-
terior to the facade of the hypostyle hall of Thutmose III. It also bears an erased part of
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10. No. 341

its inscription, carved in sunken relief. The remaining text — “ 1/[...] living according to
Maat so that he will give every good and pure thing, offerings of all [sorts of] fresh plants
and a good burial place [...] 2/[...] he opens his heart [... cartouche] He is told [...]" —
is not legible anymore in this place, but the general outline of a cartouche seems likely
(Fig. 3 b). It could be the door frame of a private individual chapel or of a temple outbuild-
ing, like those found for example at Amara®. As to the identification of the erased cartouche,
the archaeological context suggests a level anterior to the works of Thutmose III, who built
the front wall of his hypostyle hall on the line of this colonnade. But one can hardly see,
in the minute shadows one might detect on a latex imprint made on the spot of the erased
text, one of the two names of Hatshepsut.

Reconstruction of the decoration of the Egyptian temples

The last two campaigns have revealed the existence of at least three pre-Amarna Egyp-
tian temples and several associated chapels, most of them rebuilt and modified several
times until the Meroitic period. The identification of their decorated blocks and fragments
becomes all the more complex, as these were discovered in destruction strata or as reuses
since the excavation of the religious quarter began. The style and paleography of the re-
liefs do not evolve much during the Thutmosid period, and these possible differences are
even less perceptible when one must compare restricted and loose fragments. Even the
size of the figures is not necessarily a determining criterion, insofar as there are sometimes
noticeable differences within the same monument. Moreover, the modest dimensions of
most of the preserved fragments make the size of the represented sovereigns and divini-
ties hard to estimate.

If it is likely that the majority of the fragments lie on the place where they were sawed
up, in piles or in layers of stone cutting waste, near their original position, when we are
dealing with reused blocks, however, the place of their discovery depends above all on
where they were integrated within a new building, an information of little use to determine
their initial position. On the other hand, the identification by Charles Bonnet of two dis-
tinct stratigraphic levels of sawing up corresponding to two radical destruction campaigns
— one attributable to the reign of Thutmose III, concerning the monuments of Hatshepsut,
the other from the Amarna period, reusing and removing the monuments from Thutmose
IIT to Thutmose IV — contributes to isolate the two fragment categories in some sectors
which have witnessed successive constructions of these three periods.

Since the seven monumental statues discovered in 2003 in a cache between the central
temple and the eastern temple are now displayed at the new Museum of Kerma, the ware-
house at Doukki Gel, which had been built to store their fragments before restoration, was
free and allowed us to classify the blocks and fragments according to the assemblages
already identified. This operation should firstly allow us to compare similar elements
and establish parallels between them, as well as to find a few new joins. Thus, a group of
white-grey sandstone fragments of columns bearing remains of sunken relief inscriptions
painted blue, all of it later repainted white, could be gathered and associated to the blocks
of Shabaka’ discovered in 1999-2000. One of these column fragments'® bears the bottom
of a cartouche ending with the sign £3. It could be either the end of the Nubian birth name
of this sovereign, that of his Egyptian throne name Neferkare, or that of another sovereign
of the 25" dynasty : Shabataka or Bakare (Tanutamon). In any case, this clue confirms the
stylistic and paleographic diagnosis of the decoration and the inscriptions.
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12. The sandstone of the different fragments
is fairly similar; it breaks up and crumbles.
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From season to season, the excavation of the New Kingdom levels in the whole religious
quarter give us an accurate idea of the architecture of the vanished structures. Rapid progress
of our knowledge of the foundations of these buildings naturally constitute a major asset
for the reconstruction of their respective decoration. Under the reigns of Thutmose I to
Hatshepsut, vast temples — probably three — are erected, mostly made of mud brick. Stone
elements of the western temple seem to be limited mainly to the pillars of the hypostyle
hall. Most of the fragments gathered in this sector were lying directly on the levelled foun-
dations of the pillar bases or in their immediate vicinity. The recognizable elements mostly
consist of pillar corners (Fig. 4), cornices and architraves. The excavation of the heaps of
stone debris from a portico which bordered the contemporaneous central temple to the north
and east are in progress. On the site of the eastern temple, the uncovered remains of this
period are still few and limited to mud brick walls appearing under those of Thutmose III.

This king rebuilt only two temples. After destroying the western temple of Hatshepsut he
erected, on the levelling of its eastern part, the exterior western wall of the hypostyle hall
of the central temple. It is in the remains of the stone door uprights, which in turn had been
sawed up during the Amarna period, that the only irrefutable segment of cartouche of
this king was found. The pillars of the hypostyle hall of the central temple are probably
also attributable to him, although several modifications hard to date precisely but anterior
to the Amarna period, are perceptible in the north-east corner of this chamber, thanks no-
tably to the discovery of a small group of inscriptions carved in a fairly protruding raised
relief and painted with brilliant colours — blue, red, yellow. This could be the decoration
of a door posterior to the one whose doorstep is still in place. Not far from there, several
fragments of a lintel bearing the cartouches of Amenhotep II carved in sunken relief had
been discovered". Could all these fragments pertain to the two faces of the same door'*?
When no inscriptions are preserved, it is sometimes difficult to attribute to a precise reign
some decorations, like those shown on the two sides of a large sandstone block (Fig. 5)
reused to cover a duct installed during the Amarna period. The vestibule and the sanctu-
ary of the central temple were rebuilt under Thutmose IV, as is indisputably shown by
the three foundation deposits found at the south-west, south-east and north-east corners
respectively. But the reuse of a sandstone cornice in the foundations of the sanctuary sug-
gests that its previous state, built by Thutmose III, was also made of stone. As to the east-
ern temple, it seems that it was made of mud brick, since no Thutmosid stone fragment
was collected therein.

The only identifiable remnant of the reign of Amenhotep III is a large block (Fig. 6) dis-
covered in January 2006" under the floor of the Napatan transverse chapel rebuilt in the
Meroitic period on the north part of the hypostyle hall of Hatshepsut, to the west of the
entrance door. It suggests that a chapel perpendicular to the main north-south axis could
have existed under the reign of this king already. This season, the uncovering of the right
door upright of a private individual mentioned above, to the east of the Napatan chapel
door, associated with a set of fragments attributable to the construction phase from Thut-
mose I to Hatshepsut, implies that a private cult facility already existed in this sector as
soon as the early New Kingdom.

During the Amarna period, it is the central temple that supplied most of the stones for the
talatat, as is shown by the numerous decoration imprints of Thutmosid blocks — Thutmose 11
and Thutmose IV — preserved in the plaster that linked the talatat and the thick layers of
cutting waste covering most of the monument. The stone foundations of the Thutmosid
sanctuary and hypostyle hall are also reused, as shown by many foundation talatat still in
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place. But almost all decorated talatat discovered at Doukki Gel come from the basement
of the eastern temple, where they were reused as paving in the Napatan period. However,
the identifiable foundations of the Amarna period, uncovered in the rear part of the eastern
temple, where the Napatan and Meroitic remains are destroyed, are entirely — walls and
columns — made of mud brick. One can then imagine that the only stone temple erected
for Aton is the central temple, the decoration of which has undergone important hammer-
ing in the post-Amarna period, and which was probably still standing when the Napatan
temple was built. Several fragmentary talatat have been uncovered in the destroyed sanc-
tuary of the Meroitic eastern temple. Another one, representing the queen, was rehewn in
the Napatan era (Fig. 7). It was discovered to the west of the hypostyle hall of this temple,
in a Napatan level.

It is more difficult to associate the few Ramesside blocks and fragments collected during
the previous excavation campaigns, identified as such, with one or several architectural
structures of the site. In the three fragments bearing the name of Seti I'*, one comes from
the rear of the eastern temple, another from a sounding made up to the level of the trans-
verse way between the latter and the central temple, and the third from the filling of the
northern well. One can probably link them to some other stone fragments', the top of the
stela of Ramses 11'® discovered in the pit situated immediately south of the cache, between
the eastern temple and the central temple, and mention that a jar handle from the * Man-
sion of Menmaatre in Abydos’ was found to the west of the hypostyle hall of the western
temple”. Philippe Ruffieux tells me that last year, sherds of Ramesside beer jars were found
nearby, and that this year another beer jar of this period was present in the pottery uncov-
ered in the large hut to the north-west of the round temple. As to the block dated to the
reign of Ramses I11'%, it comes from the south of the eastern temple. Thus, the dispersion
area of the clues at disposal is large. The related stratigraphy, in the central and eastern
temples, indicates a continuous occupation of these two monuments, from their first foun-
dation under Thutmose I until the Meroitic period inclusive.

Another group of blocks and fragments poses a location problem: they are made of yel-
low, sometimes reddish, sandstone and bear a slight sunken relief decoration, painted white,
adorned for the most preserved parts with segments of inscriptions and of kheker friezes.
One of these blocks, bearing the top of a white crown and the epithet ‘ khenty’ which could
denote the sovereign or Osiris (Fig. 8), was reused, upside down, in the lower part of a
brick column of the first courtyard of the Meroitic eastern temple. Ten other blocks and
fragments belonging to the same set were found in the same courtyard, but four others
were collected near the naos of this temple, around twenty in the transverse chapel situ-
ated to the west of the naos and eight in a sounding opened immediately north of this chapel.
The foundations of the latter, still in situ, are also made of yellow sandstone blocks. It
would then be tempting to imagine that the decoration pertained to this chapel, which would
imply a dating from the course of the Napatan period. But, on the one hand, the existence
of a cartouche of Neferibre (Arike-amanote) carved in raised relief on two adjacent blocks
of yellow sandstone, apparently of a style different from most of the others, and on the
other hand, that of a bust of Horus of the 25" dynasty style suggest that several buildings
of different periods were built in this material.

The first temple erected on the site under the 25" dynasty is the temple of Shabaka. Again,
one notes a dispersion of the blocks coming from it, since the upper part of the royal car-
touche' is found on a big block reused in a bench seat at the fore of the Meroitic eastern
temple, while the lower part of the cartouche was carved on a small block® found at the
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rear of the same temple. A third block of modest dimensions, bearing the beginning of
the same cartouche’, was collected in a sounding carried out to the west of the building.
As to the column fragments identified as pertaining to the same monument™, they come
from a sounding opened to the west of the chamber of the Meroitic eastern temple. Curi-
ously enough, it is almost easier to follow the history of the decoration of the 18" dynasty
temples than that of the Kushite and Napatan temples of the site, whose architectural ele-
ments, reused under the Meroitic sovereigns, seem to have been rather scattered over the
whole religious quarter. However, the seven monumental statues found in the cache are
there to remind us that such sculptures must have been erected in temples of a certain im-
portance, of which only few monumental traces are left”.
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Figure captions

Left part of a lintel of Thutmose I

Block belonging to the decoration of the back of the central temple sanctuary
Door upright from the chapel of a private individual

Detail of an erased cartouche

Two sides of a block coming from a western (2) temple pillar

Three sides of a block coming from a central temple pillar

Block of Amenhotep Il

Later rehewn talatat

Block reused in the Meroitic eastern temple
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